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Abstract: In 1971 [ became an amputee and then soon began making use of a lower limb prosthesis to regain
function. Becoming awestruck with the fit, design and operation of my prosthetic device set in motion my pro-
found pursuit of a career in prosthetics. In 1979 I became a certified prosthetist offering me an opportunity to
begin long-term study of the prosthetic field. As an amputee and a certified prosthetist, [ have a unique ad-
vantage observing other amputees as they struggled to adjust as I did. Providing them appropriate prosthetic
care has given me a unique platform of study. An optimal prosthesis for an individual involves significant engi-
neering, medical problem-solving, artistic ability and judgment. Explaining phycoprosthetics, physiological and
biomechanical challenges for the extremity amputee will be discussed as well as deepening and clarifying to-
day's continuing need for accurate lifelike improvements. The necessity for the development of new diagnostic
tools and materials involved in prosthetic manufacturing will also be of focus .

Biography Mr. Kevin Garrison is a certified and licensed prosthetist beginning work in the field of prosthetics
in 1973. He attended the University of California, Los Angeles in 1974 and Northwestern University in Chicago,
[llinois, in 1977. Mr. Garrison co-owns Garrison’s Prosthetic Service, Inc. in North Miami Beach, Florida and
Garrison’s Orthotic and Prosthetic Clinic Inc. in Pompano Beach, Florida with his wife Catheline L. Garrison
JD,0TR/L. Among his many accomplishments, Mr. Garrison has a United States patent for a Quick Change Mech-
anism for a Limb Prosthesis, an article published in the Journal of the American Orthotic & Prosthetic Associa-
tion titled “Prosthetic Modifications for the Treatment of Marginally Viable Below Knee Amputations”. In 2011
he wrote a second edition of an inspirational autobiography called It’s Just a Matter of Balance- You Can’t Puta
Straight Leg on a Crooked Man, which is now recommended reading by the American Academy of Orthotists &
Prosthetists. Mr. Garrison continues to demonstrate his commitment to the field of prosthetics with his most
recent involvement with the Department of Biomedical Engineering, Adaptive Neural Systems Laboratory, Flor-
ida International University - "Quantitative assessment of neuromechanical control in lower limb amputees
during prosthetic limb fitting sessions”
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