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Through the generous support of the Wallace H. Coulter Foundation the Department of Biomedical Engineering facilitates weekly 
lectures each year during academic terms. Experts in all areas of Biomedical Engineering are invited to campus to provide a research 
seminar and to meet with faculty and students and to tour our academic and research facilities.

ROB RIVERS, PHD is a program director at National Institute of Diabetes 
and Digestive and Kidney Diseases (NIDDK). He leads programs that help to foster the recruitment and  
training of minority and underrepresented biomedical investigators. 

In addition to his work in science he is active in the local and global community and was instrumental in start-
ing the international non-profit organization Umbrella Initiatives Foundation that helps in providing improved 
educational opportunities to children living in poverty in Peru and Bolivia (www.umbrellainitiatives.org). He 
earned his Ph.D. in chemistry from the University of Cambridge and his B.S. degree also in chemistry from 
Kentucky State University.

Program Director  
NIH / Office of Minority Health Research Coordination

ABSTRACT: The presentation will focus on applying to graduate 
and post-graduate career training grants from the NIH as well as 
research program grants. Examples and insight will focus primarily 
on the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney 

Disease but are applicable to many of the NIH Institutes. Through 
the presentation and question and answer session, participants will 
learn more about the application process from idea initiation to 
summary statement receipt.
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